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NOTTICE OF I^KDNTHXjY MECriNGS 


Time: 

Monday, April 13, 1992; 8:00 p.m. 
Location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
Auditorium 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington, 
Programne: 

"Be Your Own Weather Forecaster" 

-Tterry Gillespie, University of Guelph 


Blinder ; Bring your mugs to the monthly 


Time: 

Monday, May 11, 1992; 8:00 p.m. 

Location: . 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 

Auditorinn 

680 Plains Rd. tf., Burlington. 

Programne: 

"Mysteries Explained: Mole Salamanders in 
Hamilton-Wentworth" 

-Jim Bogart, University of Guelph 

-disposable cups are not available. 


* '-*= * * ^ 

NOTICE OF UPCJOMING FI E L D EVENTS 


Sunday, Apri l 12; 8:30 a.m. 

IN SKARGI (F Will) TUSHEXS 
This .will be a special outing with Ron Batman 
of FairlaJte Wildlife Management Area of the 
Grand River Conservation Authority, who will 
take us on a walk in search of these large, 
vet elusive birds in the Grand River valley. 
An indoor program is also included with this 
event. Prior registration is required, and a 
nominal fee of $5.00 per family will be 
charged. Contact Brian to register. 

Contact -Brian Wylie 627-4601 


Monday. April 20; 7:30 p.m._ 

BIRD STUDY QOJP 

Hus is an informal but interesting meeting 
featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings,. an identification session, and a 
workshop, film or set of slides about seme 
aspect of birds. If you're a beginner 
birdwatcher, ocme out to learn (tore abcxit 
birds. If you're an expert birder, cane out to 
share your knowledge and enthusiasm. This 
month will feature the first rate photography 
of Lois Evans as she will talk about the birds 
of the Arctic. Meet at the Royal Botanical 
Gardena Nature Centre on Old Guelph Rd., 
Dundas. Volunteers are needed to help organize 
these meetings next year. If interested, call 
Bruce. 

Organizer -Bruce Duncan (519) 622-4709 


Friday, April 24; 7:00 p.m. 

SPRING AMPHIBIAN MUD HIKE 
Join Bruce to look and listen for toads, 
frogs, newts and salamanders. Be sine to bring 
ruhber boots and flashlights. Dip nets will be 
helpful. Meet- at Shoppers Drug Mart parking 
lot at Main St & Governors Rd in ftmdas. 
Leader -Bruce Mackenzie 643-4526 

Sunday. May 3; 9:00 a.m. 

CLFWHJP AT StCKT MILS 
Volunteers old and new are invited to help out 
with this annual clean-up of the Short Hills 
Wilderness Area trail system. The main task 
usually involves the removal of fallen debris 
from winter stonns. Bring a lunch, and meet 
at Eastgate Square at the comer of Hwy 20 and 
Queenstcn Rd. 

Organizer -John Fischer 643-3837 

Satuidav, Mav 9: a.m. 

NATURAL AREAS OUEMHJP 

This is an- annual clean-up of natural areas 
around Hamilton in which our Club 
participates. For more details call John. 
Contact -John Struger 547-5116 

Sunday, Mav 24; 8:00 a.m. 

BIRDS AND BOTANY 

A rugged walk will take us up the spectacular 
Spencer Gorge. Be sure to wear sturdy 
footwear. Meet at the old Dundas Train 
Station parking lot off Hwy 8. 

Leader -Bruce Duncan (519) 622-4709 
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Sunda y.. Mav 10 - Sunday, May 17 

point f nm camping trip 

Re servations : 

We will be camping at Sturgeon Woods 
this year which is about 2 km outside the park 
gate. Those without tent or trailer should 
have already made reservations at a motel. 
Tent and trailer sites are reserved in the 
name of Amold/Morley for the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club'. Members can join the camp 
anytime during the duration of the HNC camp 
which runs fran Sunday afternoon 10th May "til 
checkout time Sunday 17th May. Please, advise 
Amold/Morley before 15th April; for which 
night you are coiling, and the day you intend 
leaving, so that we can get the campground 
booking correct the first time. Please 
specify if services are required for eauper- 
trai'ler. If the weather is good, you can 
expect Pelee and the campground to be busy, 
especially this peak binding week. 


A Ac Ac Ac A Ac 

PRESII>KNT * 


Have you ever had the experience of 
looking at something you have seen many times 
and suddenly wondered why you had not really 
"seen" it? Some, years ago I had the 
opportunity to go on the Harbour 
Comnissioner's yacht for a cruise on the Bay. 
I can still remember my suprise at the beauty 
of the city from the water. Last, week my wife 
and I took the Bay Area Restoration Council's 
(RAP) bus trip around the Bay and we saw it 
with a new vision. 

In the new look the water was clean and 
drinkable. You could swim in it and ducks 
could safely eat off the bottom of it. There 
were beautiful new islands with trees and 
flowers and birds nesting. Fishermen were 
pilling edible fish fran it and their mrabers 
attested to the quantity of fish. The shacks 
and shanty town look had been transformed but 
had not disappeared. New the little dwellings 
of wood had a mystical quality which age and 
concern produces. The residential section and 
the industrial heartland seemed to blend, and 


We did not.manage to reserve this year 
in the National Park but have already reserved 
(tents cxily) for 1993, 

Organizers -Pierre Arnold 648-2519 
-Frank Morley 575-0668 

March 1 to May 1 5 

NIAGARA FfMNSlM 55AWKSATCH 
The annual spring hawk watch at Beamer 
Conservation Area in Grimsby continues through 
April and early May. As usual, volunteers are 
needed to assist with the count. If you want 
to help, contact Mary Ellen Hebb at 416-937- 
7671. The hawk count is coordinated by the 
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. This group also 
produces a newsletter twice a year, and will, 
be holding a "Hawk Open Bouse" at Beamer on 
Good Fri d ay, April’17 all day. Experts will be 
on hand to help with identification. Bring 
your family. For more information on any of 
these activities, contact Bruce Duncan at 
(519) 622-4709. 


A: ^ 

S OOLUMN 

By Doug McCallum 

belong together. Neither seemed to intrude on 
the other. The bric-a-brac of the old beach 
cottages shone again with the glory of the 
past. There were new beach areas and small 
secluded parks. People were enjoying it. 

It was an exciting vision and your Club 
has played a major role in producing it. It 
is still a dream, but a dream which is much 
closer to reality. Our Walkathcsi this year 
will help to bring the dream home. Much hard 
work lies ahead but catching the vision is the 
first step. 

When the tour was over we immediately 
thought of many friends we wished could have 
shared the experience. It is always like that 
when something really exciting happens. Our 
Ken Hall who is the "Exec" of the Bay Council 
deserves a lot of credit, as do the members of 
the Conservation Committee who sat through 
hours of frustrating meetings for years to 
create the vision. 

Its up to all of us to produce the 
reality. 
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FISH & WXJGDLIFE HABITAT RESTORATION PROJEC1 1 


Hew many HNC members recall Cootes 
Paradise in 1934? You do? Goal for you -that 
is almost 60 years ago. I do too, having 
moved with my family in 1928 to the new suburb 
of Westdale. Cootes was a paradise then - 
well, O.K., the shacks along the eastern shore 
were not exactly the entrance to Eden. 
However, marsh vegetation (including wild rice 
and wild celery) was luxuriant, and the flocks 
of ducks and other migrating waterfowl in 
spring and fall were a grand sight. These 
were responsible for my first interest in 
birding, and the hours I spent prowling the 
shores of Cootes were indeed rewarding. 

To regain a naturalists' paradise in 
Cootes is a goal of the Fish & Wildlife 
Habitat Restoration Project (F&WHRP). In 
fact, the RBG, a very important partner, have 
named their part "Project Paradise". Cootes* 
restoration is just one of eight components of 
the F&WHRP -although it is the largest. Brian 
McHattie outlined the total plan in the Wood 
Duck last fall. As the HNC representative on 
the steering committee I have been asked to 
tell us more -here about Cootes and later 
about Grindstone Creek and the Harbour. 

Earlier I asked a question about the 
year 1934. The reason: it is the comparison 
being used by the F&WHRP. At that time most 
of the open water new seen on Cootes was 
covered with emergent or sulmergent 
vegetation. A 1934 photograph shews most of 
the Desjardins Canal as a clearly-defined 
channel through densely vegetated marsh. 
Young people of that time thought it good fun 
to skate up the canal. Cnly a fairly small 
area around the High Level Bridge and 
extending towards Princess Point was free of 
vegetation. In spring and fall tills was 
covered with large flocks of waterfowl. 

Up to 85 percent of the emergent 
vegetation in the marsh disappeared between 
1934 and 1985. The distribution, species 
composition and abundance of submerged 
vegetation likewise declined. As late as 
1949 , 24 species of submerged and floating 
macrophytes were reported. By 1970 only ten 
species were present. 

Why did this happen? CDe important 
factor was the foraging activity of the carp, 
a non-native fish introduced into the Great 


By Bill Luton 

Lakes in the late 1800's. Carp uproot 
vegetation, and worse, stir up sediments so 
that the light necessary for regeneration 
cannot penetrate the water. This begins a 
vicious cycle with which nature, unaided, 
cannot cope. With the vegetation gone the 
wind stirs up the sediments in much the same 
manner that the wind creates a dust storm 
above a dry ploughed field. 

Nutrient enrichment from the Dundas 
Sewage Treatment Plant and sediment runoff 
from the Spencer Creek watershed have been 
other adverse factors for vegetation. 
Responsibility has also been placed on 
changing water levels, or perhaps more 
accurately, to water levels that did not 
fluctuate on a natural cycle. 

Significant progress was achieved in 
the 1970's in improving the effluent from the 
Dundas SIP. The HRCA have now a watershed 
plan for control of sediments. This leaves 
the carp. Experiments were carried out last 
year by the Biology Department of McMaster 
University in cooperation with the RBG to 
verify the effect of excluding carp from marsh 
vegetation. Various types of enclosures were 
tested, and the results were gratifying. Some 
of you may have noticed the clumps of 
vegetation growing in open water near the 
upper aid of the marsh. The evidence is very 
strong that when carp are excluded, vegetation 
can flourish in Cootes' water of today. 
Experiments will continue during 1992. 

An essential component of the marsh 
restoration is therefore the reduction of carp 
activity. This will be accomplished by the 
construction of a carp barrier/fishway at the 
Desjardins Canal outlet. The operation of the 
barrier and its ultimate success depends on 
the seasonal movement of carp. In the late 
fall they move out of Cootes into the Harbour. 
During their absence the barrier will be 
lowered. While small carp will still be able 
to alter, their effect is not considered to be 
major. The "fishway" part of the structure is 
to allow desired species of fish -pike, bass, 
migrating rainbow trout -access by manual 
transfer. The hope is that when the vegotaion 
has been re-established, and a population of 
predator fish is back, the barrier will not be 
necessary. 
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For replanting Cootes, the RBG is 
planning to establish a marsh vegetation 
nursery, which will be located upstream of the 
Hickory Brook dan. Other parts of the Cootes 
restoration will include the building of 
boardwalks and viewing platforms, and the 
construction of a path from Princess Point to 
connect with the trail to be established along 
tire western shore of the Harbour to Pier 4 
Park. 

Many HNC members will recall the Duck's 
Unlimited plan for improving habitat in 
Cootes. It involved an extensive system of 
dikes which would wall off a large part of the 
marsh, thus protecting that part from carp 
(and also from changing water levels). In the 
final analysis this approach was rejected 
because it was too narrow a focus. It would 
have improved habitat for ducks and other 
waterfowl of similar requirements, but it 
would have done nothing for the fish. Most 
important it did not restore the marsh to its 
function of sediment settling and improving 
water quality. 

Now, to return to the F&WHRP as a 
whole. Where does it stand at present? You 
may recall that last spring the Great lakes 
Clean-up Fund of Envircrment Canada approved 
an expenditure of $4.2 million over three 
years (since then extended to five and 
probably more years as part of budgetary 
.restraint!) on condition that it be matched 
2:1. A steering committee was set up under 
the chairmanship of Vic Cairns of Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada, and a full-time project 
manager, John Hall (formerly with the; Hal ton 
Region Conservation Authority) was hired. 
John has established his office in the 
Hamilton Harbour Cottmissioriers building cat the 
Bay, and has accarplished a great deal in the 
five, months he has been on board. 

A prime activity has beet carrying out 
the federal Bwircsmental Assessment and 
Review Process (EMP). The first stage was 
the definition of ttie "Concept Plan" which was 
completed in December and sent out for 
comments. The second stage (but proceeding 
concurrently) is "Preliminary Scoping and 
Consultation". This was formally kicked off 
with a press conference on December 4, and 
followed irp with an open house on December 11, 
both at the RBG Headquarters, and both very- 
well attended. Displays were staffed at all 
the RAP open houses, and at the Garden & 
Flower Show. To inform municipal and 


provincial agencies concerned with the 
project, a workshop was held at the RBG on 
January 27. In addition, many presentations 
have been made to potential partners, 
including the HNC at our annual meeting in 
October, and the Harbour Task Force of the 
Hamilton & District Chamber of Gowmerce on 
January 21. 

Only one problem of significance has 
surfaced with respect to restoration of 
Cootes: a potential for flooding caused by the 
carp barrier and/or the increased vegetation. 
To respond, a contract has been let with 
Paragon Engineering in cooperation with the 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority to 
provide recomneMaticais to prevent this 
possibility. Hopefully this will allow the 
EARP for Cootes Paradise to be completed in 
April, and detailed specifications and 
contractor selection to proceed. 

Hie HNC is providing strong support for 
this exciting project. Vte have been 
represented at every meeting of the steering 
committee, at the press conference, at the 
open house, and at the workshop for the 
agencies. Vic Cairns gave us the first 
official presentation of the consulting 
process, and President Deng McCallun wrote a 
letter promising both financial and other 
help. Hie upcoming major fund raising 
activity of the HNC is the Second Annual 
Nature Walkathon for the Envirament. on June 
6. Appropriately enough, the bike will be 
held around Cootes Paradise. A committee 
under Don McLean is actively at work planning 
the big event in conjunction with our 
partners. 

A‘ A A A A A • 'A 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor, 

Hiis is just a well deserved thank you 
to all the people who put so much time and 
effort into planning meetings of the Bird 
Study Group. (Bruce Duncan and his band of 
merry men), Mike Street who keeps us "in the 
know" with his hotline, and to the various 
leaders of outings who help us find and 
identify new bird species. 

We appreciate it! 

Keen But Not Confident Birders 
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BIRDING HIGH I >TGHTS OF THE HAMIL r rQN 
AREA IN 1991 


The year 1991 was another Interesting 
year for birders in the Hamilton area, as a 
total of 274 species were reported, which is 
higher than the average over the past ten 
years of 269 species. Although no new species 
were added to the Hamilton checklist, a mmber 
of good rarities were found locally. 

My nod for "bi rds-of- the -year'' would go 
to the three Great Cormorants, whose discovery 
by Bob Curry cured most birders' February 
blahs last winter. On February 9, an adult 
and a first winter bird were found at 
Windermere Basin. Later, a second winter 
plunaged bird was detected there as well. All 
three birds could regularly be seen either at 
Windermere or on the Hydro Islands, and 
remained in the area to May 8 at least. These 
birds would constitute Hamilton's third 
documented record for Great Cormorant. The 
most recent was an inmature seen off Van 
Wagners Beach March 13-14, 1988 (Coady and 
Wormington 1989). Port Credit {just within 
the Hamilton Study Area (HSA)) hosted a bird 
from January 14-March 27, 1978 (James 1984), 
and although undocunented, another was 
reported there on December 17, 1978 (Spairs 

1985) . 

The Townsend's Solitaire sear by Bruce 
Duncan near Rockton cn December 27 was another 
excellent find (Duncan 1992). However, this 
bird remained elusive for most observers 
except a lucky few for whan it appeared on 
December 31 and January 2, 1992. Other 
Hamilton area records for Tcwnsend's Solitaire 
include singles on: November 16, 1986 - March 
8, 1987 at Rattray Marsh (Coady and Woimington 
1989); February 16, 1976 in' Ancaster 
(Wormington 1986); an undocunented record from 
September 18, 1960 at Hamilton (Speirs 1985); 
and December 31, 1933 (description in George 
North's unpublished field notes -likely the 
first record for (Mario). 

The first record for American White 
Pelican in the HSA since a bird occurred at 
Dundas Marsh in September 1978 (Wormington 

1986) was established with the presence of two 
adults at the Mountsberg Reservoir from 
September 29-Novenber 9. Presumably this was 
the same pair wldch summered at Luther Marsh 
and later turned up at Jordan Harbour Iron 


By Rob Dobos 

mid-November to early January. 

A Varied Thrush present along the 
Hanlon Creek in southwest Guelph from November 
22, 1990 to April 8, 1991 (Curry 1991), was 
just within the HSA. There have been at least 
five other records of Varied Thrush in the 
Hamilton area since 1980. 

The autumn lake-watch from Van Wagners 
Beach got off to an early start with a 
suprising immature Black-legged Kittiwake on 
August 9, likely the earliest fall migrant for 
Ontario. September seemed without any 
significant easterly winds and few interesting 
seabirds were reported. Van Wagners was at 
its best during the last week of October when 
severe easterly winds blew throughout the 
week. The first Pomarine Jaegers were four 
inmatures at close range on October 26. 
Varying lumbers of Ponarines were reported 
throughout the week, climaxing with a group of 
12 inmatures on November 1, definitely a 
record high count for the province. To top 
that, an inmature Long-tailed Jaeger was seen 
well overhead on October 28, the first 
Hamilton record since 1976. Other seabirds at 
Van Wagners included many Parasitic Jaegers 
throughout the fall, with a peak of 15 birds 
oh November 17. A very late jaeger identified 
as a Parasitic was sear at Fifty Point on 
December 26. More Kittiwakes, Sabine's Gulls 
and Little Gulls were also reported from Van 
Wagners during the fall. 

An iirmature Northern Gannet suprised 
observers at Woodland Cemetery on November 17. 
It was later seal on several other occassions 
off Fifty Point up to December 1. Northern 
Gannet has previously occurred in three 
autimns over the past decade at Hamilton, 
including:' two inmatures from October 29- 
November 9, 1983 (James 1984); one inmature 
from October 25-November 30, 1987 (Wormington 
and Curry 1990); and one immature from 
November ^December 3, 1988 (Curry 1991). 

The best local shorebirding location 
was once again at Windermere Basin, however 
habitat availability was Variable due to 
capping operations on the dredgate containment 
cells. Water levels at Dundas Marsh were 
relatively high until early fall, after which 
large mudflats were exposed. 'Hie highlight 
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amongst shorebirds was an Ameri can Avccet seen 
at Windermere by a few observers on May 15. 
Ibis was the eighth record for the HSA since 
1980. The only Willet of the year was a 
single bn May 8 at Windermere, Two Western 
Sandpipers on April 25, also at Windermere, 
were noteworthy, as they are rare in the 
spring anywhere in Ontario. The first Purple 
Sandpipers for Hamilton since 1986 were 
singles at Van Wagners Beach on December 3 and 
at Fifty Point on December 5. The only Red 
Phalarope was seen on November 2 at Van 
Wagners. At least five reports of Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers were received, indicative 
of the strong flight in southern (Mario last 
fall (Kerr and Henshaw 1991). 

The status of Red -throated Loon during 
spring migration at western Lake Ontario has 
apparently changed in recent years, as the 
first migrants have consistently been seen by 
early April over the past several years, 
including 1991. 

There were three different Eared Grebes 
in the area in 1991: a breeding adult on May 
4 at Valley Inn, the first spring record since 
1983; one adult at Tailgate Ponds for the 
third consecutive autimn from October 5- 
November 3; and one at Bronte on November 3. 

None of the rare southern herons were 
reported from our area this year. Least 
Bitterns were found at two breeding sites - 
Mountsberg and northwest of Valens. Also, an 
hrmature bird was observed being released at 
Valley Inn on September 7 by someone who had 
picked it up a week earlier at a shopping 
plaza in downtown Burlington in poor 
condition, and had nursed it back to health by 
feeding it minnows! 

Among waterfowl, a female Harlequin 
Duck was found at Fifty Point from February 9- 
11. A first winter male King Eider remained 
off Fifty Point until at least January 6. A 
female King Eider off Fifty Road on December 
7 was a harbinger of exciting things to cane 
later during the winter. 

A rnmber of species formerly considered 
rare in the winter in Hamilton have been noted 
more regularly in recent years, and were found 
on several occassions in 1991. These include 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, Tundra Swan, Suit 
Scoter, Black Scoter and Merlin. 

The spring hawk watch at Beamer 
Conservation Area produced an average overall 
flight in terms of tutal numbers of birds. 
However, record high counts of Osprey, 


Northern Harrier and Rough-legged Hawk were 
made. Relatively high numbers of Bald Eagles, 
Golden Eagles, Turkey Vultures, Peregrine 
Falcons and Merlins were also noted (Bobos 
1992). 

A late Virginia Rail, rare in printer, 
was found at the Winona Sewage Ponds on 
December 8. Lesser Black-backed Gulls were 
well represented in 1991, with seven records 
received throughout the year, including the 
first record during simrer in Hamilton on July 
26 at LaSalle Marina. Other rare gulls 
reported include: a second year Laughing Gull 
at Dundas Marsh on September 4; an adult 
Franklin's Gull at Van Wagners Beach on 
November 3; and an adult "Nelson's" Gull 
(Glaucous x Herring hybrid) cn December 26 
below the High Ijsvel Bridge. 

A Bam Owl was reportedly present at 
Cayuga for at least the past two years, 
according to local residents, - and was heard 
calling by fortunate birders on May 31 and 
December 21. A Barred 0/1 was seen on January 
6 and again car January 20 just north of 
Kirkwall. 

Among passerines, noteworthy was a 
transient Acadian Flycatcher found cn June 6 
near Kirkwall. A very late Cliff Swallow was 
seen among Tree Swallows over the Dundas Hydro 
Pond on October 26. Tufted Titmice now seem 
to be well established in our area, as at 
least 10 different sites were reported 
throughout the year. The first. Loggerhead 
Shrike reported in Hamilton since 1985 was 
found cm August 22 near Elfrida. 

Hamilton appears to be right in the 
heart of the zone of hydridization between 
Blue-winged and Golden-winged Warblers. A 
very cooperative territorial male "Lawrence's" 
Warbler was present at Mineral Springs fran 
May 25 onwards, and at least two others were 
reported elsewhere during the breeding season. 
Prairie Warblers were again found on territory 
at the Hyde Tract in late May-early June, and 
a new site was found nearby north of the 
Rockton Tract. A male Prothonotary Warbler 
was viewed briefly at Dundas Marsh on August 
18, and was likely a local resident rather 
than a migrant. Two Worm-eating Warblers were 
found during spring migration. The first was 
on May 4 at Burloak Woods, and the other was 
seen at Westdale Ravine cn May 6. Hooded 
Warblers were again found on territory in the 
Dundas Valley, with up to three different 
sites being found. The first report of a 
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Yellow-breasted Chat in Hamilton since 1988 
was on June 1 in the IXmdas Valley. 

ft late Fox Sparrcw seen on December 10 
in the Hendrie Valley was later found to be 
wintering through to February. A male Yellew¬ 
headed Blackbird was well described as it 
visited a feeder on December 20 and 22 in 
Stcney Creek. Brewer's Blackbird was once 
again detected this year, with a female seen 
on April 13 near Rocktcn. A territorial 
Western Meadowlark was found in Saltfleet cn 
June 1 and remained until at least mid-August. 

This report has been based largely cm 
the bird sightings listed in the "Noteworthy 
Bird Records" of the Wood Duck , and is the 
result of the contributions fmn dozens of 
people, whose support is gratefully 
acknowledged. Reports of provincially rare 
species which require docvmentatiori by the 
Ontario Bird Records Caimittee (OBRC) are 
tentatively included here pending their review 
and acceptance by the OBRC. Also, the 
Hamilton Bird Records Gomrittee (HBRC) would 
appreciate receiving documentations for date 
and geographic rarities (other than OBRC 
rarities) for those records mentioned here 
which remain undocunented, according to 
criteria set out in the Date Guide to the 
Birds of the Hamilton Area . 
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** ** ***** 

BIRD FEEDER UPDATE 

By Brian Wylie 

Don't take down your feeder yet! I 
have already seen people removing their 
feeders (in early March) as the days get 
longer and warmer -this is a mistake! Natural 
seed stocks are close to being depleted at 
this time of year. Spring migrants are 
returning to compete for food with our over¬ 
wintering birds. Bird feeders should be kept 
up until mid-May when emerging insects will 
provide a sufficient food source for most 
birds. You can derive both the pleasure of 
seeing new species in your yard, and in the 
knowledge that you are keeping birds alive and 
healthy. 


******* 

HAMILTON NATUREFEST 1992 

This annual event will take place cm 
Sunday, April 26; 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. at the 
RBG Centre, Plains Rd, Burlington. Join us 
during Earth Week to celebrate the rich 
natural heritage of our area. A display of the 
works of local wildlife artists, speakers, 
guided hikes, demonstrations and children's 
activities will make this a fun day for all. 
Admission: adults $3.00, students & seniors 
$2.00, children five and under free. 

Volunteers are needed to help with many 
activities during the day's events. If you can 
assist in any way, contact the RBG at 527- 
1158. 
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HAMILTON STUDY AREA BUTTERFLY 


SUMMARY 


This is the fourth annual surmary of 
the butterflies of the Hamilton Study Area 
(HSA). The format of this summary is changed 
from that of other years, which listed the 
data for most of the interesting records. This 
summary consists of annotations which discuss 
interesting aspects of each species' 
occurrence in the HSA during 1991. Although 
specific locality data is not included here 
for most of the records, readers should be 
aware that this information is maintained by 
the HNC in a computer database, and may be 
available upon request. Requests for specific 
butterfly data should be made to the Club's 
conservation Coumittee. 

There were a total of 3,370 butterfly 
records submitted in 1991 fron areas within 
the HSA. The great majority of these records 
were obtained by the Natural Areas Inventory 
of Hamilton-Wentworth and readers will notice 
that most of the records listed in this 
surmary were from Hamilton-Wentworth. The 1991 
season proved to be very interesting. There 
were nunerous highlights that will be 
discussed in the species annotations. One 
interesting feature of the year were the 
nunerous record early dates for many species, 
brought about by the exceptionally warm 
weather in the spring. Also, due to the early 
dates and advanced nature of subsequent 
broods, several species had additional broods 
that had not been recorded before in the HSA. 

Observers: Bob Curry (BQ), Bruce Duncan (BD), 
Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Bill Lamond (BL), 
Brian McHattie (EM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), 
John Olmsted WO), Alan Wormingt.on (AW), Kirk 
Zufelt (KZ). 

SILVER-SKMI3) SKTFTSBt (Epargyxvus claivs) 
Recorded on 18 occasions fron 16 sites. The 
early date of 9 June (Brantford-BL) was record 
early for the HSA. The latest date was 25 July 
(Dundas-BL). This species was formerly 
perceived, to be fairly widespread although 
rather uncommon. However, it now appears to be 
absent fron large areas of the HSA, such as 
nest of Flamborough, 

KORIBERa CXQiDY WING (Thoxybas pylades) 
Recorded on 8 occasions fron 6 sites. The 
early date of 2 June (Haldimand-BC) was record 


-PART :l 

By Bill Lamond 

early for the HSA by about 2 weeks. The latest 
date was 12 July (Haldimand-BC). As in the 
preceding species, the Northern Cloudy Wing 
has a very restricted range in the HSA, being 
absent from large areas. 

DREAMY DUSKY TOE? (Erynnis ic&hts) 

Recorded on 27 occasions, most cxmronly in 
Flamborough. The early date of 15 May 
(Flamboroogh-BL) was record early for the HSA 
by a few days. The latest date was 1 July 
(S.Dumfries-BC). The Dreamy Dusky Wing is 
largely restricted to the northwest part of 
the HSA, although it does occur at a few sites 
to the south. 

SLEETY DUSKY WIWG ( Erynnis brizd 
This rare skipper was found at 1 new site this 
year, 3.2 km SSE of Caistorville cm 4 May 
(Durmville-KZ,BC, JO). This is only the second 
known site for brizo in the HSA although it 
probably occurs at a few other oak forests on 
the Niagara Peninsula. 

J UVENAL'S DUSKY WING (Erynnis juvenalid) 

This, the nost common and widespread Dusky 
Wing in the HSA, was recorded on 46 occasions 
in 1991. The early date of 29 Apr. (Glanbrook- 
BL) was record early for the HSA by a few 
days. The latest date was 13 June 
(Flamborongh-BL). 

OCUMHHE DUSKY WING (Erynnis lucilius) 
Recorded on 36 occasions from about 29 sites. 
Previously, lucilius was regarded as a rather 
scarce skipper in .the HSA, however, it is now 
known' to be locally coranon, especially in 
Flamborough. The early date recorded for the 
first brood of 8 May (Fl«nborough-AW,BL) was 
record early for the HSA by about 2 weeks. The 
latest date for this brood was 15 June 
(Puslinch-KM). Hie second brood was recorded 
from 4 July (Flamborough-BL) to 22 Aug. 
(Flamborough-AW, BL). For the first time a 
third brood was recorded in the HSA. 
Individuals of this brood were recorded cm 4 
occasions between 23 Aug. and 17 Sep. (all 
Flamborough-BL). 

Q M SOJIY WI NG (Pholisora catullus) 
Recorded cm 24 occasions from 18 sites. This 
species was found at several well-known sites 
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in 1991 where it had not previously been 
observed. It is.double-brooded in the HSA but 
no clear separation between broods was noted 
in 1991. The earliest date was 27 May 
(Flantorough-AW) and the late date of 1 Sep 
(Brantford-BL) was record late for the HSA. 

ARCTIC agigHl (Carterocepiialus palaemcn) 
Restricted to the northern half of the HSA, 
generally within large wooded areas. It was 
recorded on 7 occasions from 6 sites. The 
early date of 22 May (Burlington-KZ) was 
record early for the HSA by two days. The 
latest date was 10 June (Flamborough-BL). 

LEAST SKPTHt (Ancyloxypha nurd tot) 

Recorded an 43 occasions. The first brood was 
recorded on 28 May from 4 locations 
(Flamborough/Glanbrook(2)/W.Lincoln- 
KG,BTVAW/AW), which was a record early date 
for Ontario. Hie last date of the first brood 
was 25 June (Glanbrook-AW). Hie second brood 
was first noted on 7 July (Brantford-BL) and 
it probably overlapped with a thi id brood that 
was last noted on 30 Sep. (Burlington-BC). 

BOWCHMi amnat {ThymeliCHS limola) 

Recorded on 88 occasions. This introduced 
skipper was incredibly abundant in 1991. 
Examples of its abundance were 2,000 observed 
at the Patterson Tract on 18 June 
(Flamborough-BL) and 500 observed at the 
Rockton Tract an 21 June (Flamborough-AW). Hie 
early date of 28 May (W.Lincoln-AW) was record 
early for Ontario by 3 days. Hie latest date 
was 27 July (W.Lincoln-KM). 

FIERY SKIPPHR (Ifylephila phyleus) 

This southern stray was recorded in the HSA 
for the first time in 20 years. It was 
recorded on 10 occasions from 5 sites. 
Individuals were seen at the RBG Teaching 
Garden (Hamilton) from 8 Sep. (BC) to 18 Oct. 
(BL), this latter date being the latest ever 
for the HSA. It was also observed: 12 Sep., 
0,9 km WSW of Sheffield (Flamborough-BL); 12 
Sep., Mercer’s Glen (Hamilton-KZ); 29 Sep., 
Liking Carden (Burlington-KZ); and 29 Sep., 
Rose Garden (Burlington-K7). 

LEOftiRDUS SKIPPER {Hesperia lecnantud) 

Recorder! on 9 occasions from 8 sites, all in 
Flamborough. Dates of occurrence ranged from 
22 Aug. (AW,BL) to 17 Sep. (BL), the latter 
date being record late for the HSA. ' 


INDIAN SKEFTSt {Hespeiia sassacus) 

Previously, this species had only been 
recorded on a few occasions in the HSA and not 
for several years. However, in 1991, sassacus 
was recorded on 14 occasions from 11 sites. 
All but one of these sites were in Flam- 
borough, mostly in alvar habitats. Hie other 
site was the Crieff Bog. Hie earliest date was 
28 May (Puslinch/Flarrborough-KZ/BC) and the 
latest date was 18 June (Flamborough-AW). 

FECK'S .SKITTER {Polites peckiud) 

Recorded on 67 occasions. This species 
probably has three or four overlapping broods 
in the HSA. Hie early first brood date of 21 
May (Ancaster-BC) was record early for the 
province by 2 days. Hie latest individual of 
the last brood, noted on 18 Oct., was record 
late for the HSA by just over a month 
(Hamilton-BL). 

TOWNY-EDGED SKIPPER {Polites themistocles) 
Recorded on 92 occasions. Hie early first 
brood date of 22 May (Puslinch-KZ) was record 
early for Ontario by 1 day. Hie second brood 
overlaps the first brood, however, fresh 
individuals of the second brood were noted on 
28 June (Flamborough-AW). Hie latest record 
was of a fresh individual on 18 Sep. 
(Flamborough-BL).. Hiis was either a third or 
fourth brood individual and it was record late 
for the HSA by about 2.5 weeks. 

CRO SS LINE SKIPP ER {Polites origenes) 
Previously considered to be a scarce skipper 
in the HSA, origenes is now known to be fairly 
cannon as it was recorded on 45 occasions in 
1991. It was first noted at 2 sites on 18 June 
(both Flamborough-AW), a record early date for 
the HSA by almost 2 weeks. This brood was 
recorded as late as 21 July (Flamborough- 
BL, BHD, KM). Two individuals of the rarely 
recorded second brood were observed for the 
first time in the HSA on 12 Sep (Hamilton-KZ). 

LONG DASH {Polites mystic) 

Recorded on 70 occasions. It was first 
recorded on 28 May (Flarrborough-KG,BL), which 
tied the record early date for Cntario. This 
brood was recorded as late as 11 July 
(Flaoborough-BL). However, individuals of the 
rarely recorded second brood were observed for 
the first time in the HSA on 17 Sep. and 22 
Sep, (both Flamborough-BL). 
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WOKragM jBBGKEN j»gH (Wallengrenia egarmat) 
Recorded on 42 occasions. The early date of 18 
Jane (Flam.-AW), is probably record early for 
the HSA by 3 days. There is a collection from 
Ancaster which is data! 6 June 1948, but this 
is likely a labelling error and the date 
should probably read 6 July. The latest date 
in 1991 was 21 July (namborough-BL,BD,KM). 

LTITIE GLASSY WHS (Pcnpeius vema) 

It's hard to believe that iust 3 years ago 
this skipper was considered rare in the HSA. 
In 1991 it was recorded on 47 occasions. The 
early date of 12 June (namborough-AW, BL) was 
record early for the HSA by 13 days. This 
brood was recorded as late as 15 July 
(namborough-BL). An individual of the rare 
second brood was observed for the first time 
in the HSA on 15 Sep. (namborough-BL). 

DELAWARE SKIPPER ( Atrytone log art} 

Another species that was formerly considered 
unaanroon, logon was recorded on 57 occasions 
in 1991. The early date of 18 June 
(namborough-AW) was record early for the HSA 
by just over a week. The latest date for this 
brood was 18 July (namborough-BL,AW). For the 
first time in the HSA there were observations 
of the rarely recorded second brood. One logan 
was observed on 11 Sep. (Hamilton-KZ), and 2 
others were observed on 17 Sep. and 18 Sep., 
respectively (both namborough-BL). 

MbilftMY WINS (Poanes massasoit) 

This rare skipper was observed on four 
occasions. One of the observations was at a 
new site, 2.3 ton E5E of Shep's Subdivision 
(N.IXinfries~BC), although it was not far frcm 
the previously kncwn site along the Branchton 
Railroad Prairie. The early date of 26 June 
(N.Dumfries-KZ) was record early for Ontario 
by a few days. The latest date recorded was 16 
July (N.IXmfries~BC). 

BGBOHOK SKIPPER (Poanes hobcrnK} 

This ccsranon woodland skipper was observed on 
57 occasions, The early date of 19 May 
(S.Bumfries-KG,BL) was record early for the 
HSA by 4 days. The latest date recorded was 2 
July (namborough-BL). Females of the form 
pocahontas were observed on 3 occasions. Two 
were observed on 1 June at Crieff Bog 
(Piislinch-KM,BL), 1 was observed or, 1 June, 
1.9 ten WS’tf of Sheffield (namborough-EM,BL), 
and 1 was observed on 6 June, 0.5 km W of Lake 
Medad (namborough-AW). 


BRQAIHflNGED SKIPPED {Poanes viator) 

This uncCTunon sedge-marsh skipper was observed 
on 26 occasicsis. It was first recorded at two 
locations in namborough cm 19 June (BL/KZ), 
a record early date for Ontario by 8 days. The 
latest date recorded was 15 July (namborough- 
BL) . 

DION SKDTBt (Eupbyes dion) 

Formerly this sedge-marsh skipper was 
considered rare in the HSA, hit with 30 
observations in 1991, it is at best uncarmon. 
The early date of 19 June (namborough-BL) was 
record early in Ontario by 1 week. The latest 
date recorded was 12 July (Stoney Creek-AW). 

BLACK DASH (Euphyes ccnspicua) 

This sedge-marsh skipper is not uncarmon in 
the northern half of the HSA, however, it is 
quite rare elsewhere. It was recorded cm 25 
occasions in 1991. The early date of 27 June 
was record early for Ontario by 6 days. The 
latest date recorded was 2 Aug. (both 
namborough-BL). 

TWO-SPOlTfaJ SKIiTER (Etiphyes bimacula) 

This rare sedge-marsh skipper was observed in 
the HSA for the first time in several years. 
One male was observed on 14 June at a new 
site, 2.8 tor. ESE of Sheffield (namborough- 
BL) . This date was record early for Ontario by 
1 day. 

DUN SKITTER (EigAyes vestris) 

Recorded on 61 occasions. The early date of 17 
June, at two locations (both namborough-BL), 
was record early for the HSA by 2 days. The 
latest date recorded was 7 Aug. (namborough- 
BL,AW) . 

R OADSIDE SKlpyat (AaMyscirt.es vialis) 

One individual was observed or 22 May at the 
Turner Tract, Hal ton County Forest (Milton-KZ) 
at. the same location where it was observed in 
1990. It was reported in the 1990 summary that 
this was the first record of this species for 
the HSA. However, vialis was reported from 
this came location several years ago. 

OCALA SmFFHR ( Pancx/uim ocala) 

Che individual was observed at tire Teaching 
Garden, RBG (Band It.on-BC) on 8 Sep, This was 
the first record of this southern stray for 
Canada! More informatics! car this observation 
can be'obtained from the Toronto Entomologists 
Association 1991 Ontario Summary. 
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NOTEWORTHY BE RID RECORDS 

By Rob Dobos & Mark Jennings 

Number of species recorded to February 29, 1992 -118. For underlined species or dates a written 
documentation is required by the Hamilton Bird Records Ccomittee (HBRC). 

Coun ties/Regions: Brant [BRJ, Halton [HL], Haldimand-Norfolk [HN], Hamilton-Wentworth [HW], 
Niagara [NG], Waterloo JVT], Wellington [WL] . 

Observers: David Agro (DA), Pierre Arnold (PA), Rose Beer (RB), Barb Charlton (BC), Michael 
Clark (MC), Jim Cram (JC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Jim Dctwall (JD), Bruce Duncan (BD), 
Gavin EAronstone (GE), Alf Epp (AE), I-Ctis Evans (L£), Robert Finlayson (RF), Anna-Marie Galan 
(AG), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner (MG), Sharon Gardiner (S3), June Hooey (JH) r Mark 
Jennings (MJ), Marcie Jacklin (MJa), Richard Knaptcn (RK), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewingtcn 
(DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Bruce Macintosh (EM), Mary Macintosh (MM), Bruce Mackenzie (EMk), 

Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Erwin Meissner (EM), John Merriman (JMe), John Miles (JM), George Naylor 
(GN), John Olmsted (JO), Ian Richards (IR), Paul Rose (HI), Kayo Roy (KR), A1 Sandilands (AS), 
lan Smith (IS), Paul Smith (PS), Mike Street (MS), John Struger (JS), Carole Wilkerson (CW), Bill 
Wilson (BWi), Brian Wylie (BW), Wilf Yusek (WY), Many Observers (M.Obs.). 

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 1992 

Red-throated Loon: One adult was seen off McNeilly Rd [HW] Jan 5 (RD et al.) and two were 
observed there Jan 8 (RD). 

Omen Loon: Three were in the Harbour off Carroll’s Point [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO ); one was 
at Bronte [HL] Jan 1-15 and Feb 22 (GE,MJ); one flew past CCTW [HL] Feb 19 (RD). 

Homed Grebe: Up to 6 birds were counted off Fifty Point [NG] Jan 1-12 (BD;KM et al.). 

Red-nected Grebe: Ore seen at LaSalle Marina [HW] on Feb 25 (RC) was likely an early migrant. 
Double-crested Oomorant: Up to six birds present at Windermere Basin [HW] Jan 1-Feb 14 (KM et 
al.); one at FetroCanada Pier [HL] Jan 5T5 (BL,KM;RD;MJ). 

Black crowned Mi^ht-fleron: Up to 9 irrmatures and 1 adult were present at the mouth of Red Hill 
Creek [HW] Jan 1-Feb 14 (KM et al.; BW); 1 immature was also at the Desjardins Canal [HW] Jan 1- 
Feb 14 (BW et al.). 

Tindra Swan: Thirty wintered near LaSalle Marina [HW] Jan 1-Feb 16 (M.Ohs.); the first migrants 
were seen Feb 23 with 11 at Bronte [HL,] (MJ) and ,20 at Dundas Marsh [HW] ( fide MS). 

Tnapeter Swam: A presumed introduced bird (was leg-banded) spent winter on Harbour near LaSalle 
Marina [HW] from Jan 1-Feb 16 at least (M.Qbs.); 3 tagged adults (#s 100,101,103) were at Bronte 
Harbour [HL] Jan 29-Feb 23 (MJ,JH;CE;RD). 

Whooper Swan: An escaped bird spent the winter usually in company with the above Tronpeter Swan 
on the Harbour [HW] from Jan 1-Feb 16 at least (M.Obs.). 

Egyptian Goose: An escaped bird at Princess Point [HW] was last seen Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,.JO). 

Snow Goose: The resident white morph adult was reported from Chedoke Golf Course [HW] Jan 8 (RB) 
and the Desjardins Canal [HW] in company with its hybrid Canada Goose offspring Feb 3 (BW). 

Brant: One was reported from Grimsby Harbour [NG] JAN 5 (KR). 

Canada Goose: Two ’’Richardson's" Canadas were seen at Fifty Point [NG] Jan 11-26 (KM). 

Wood Duck: A pair were present at Desjardins Canal [HW] Jan 1-Feb 29 (BW et al.); 1 female at 
Grimsby Harbour [NG] Jan 12 (RC); two males at Sioux Lookout [HL] Jan 17-29 (RD;DL,GL;MJ). 
Green-winged Teal: Up to 10 birds were seen at Chedoke Creek or Princess Point [HW] Jan 1-Feb 17 
(R0;KN;BW et al.). 

Ftarthem Pintail: Fifteen birds were counted at Windermere Basin [HW] Feb 14 (BW). 

Northern Shuveler: One female was at Windermere Basin [HW] Jan 12 (KM); another female was at 
LaSalle Marrina [HW] Jan 25 (RB,IS). 

American fttgecn: Two birds were found at Grimsby Harbour [NG] Jan 11-12 (KM,GN;RC); one was in 
the Desjardins Canal [HW] Feb 3 (BW ); one was at LaSalle Marina [HW] Feb 14 (BW). 




135 


Canvasback: A flock of 50 were at LaSalle Marina [HW] Jan 1-22 at least (RD et al.;PR) ; 2 vere 
at Windermere Basin [HW] Jan 27 (RD). 

Redhead: Two remained at LaSalle Marina [HW],Jan 1-Feb 29 (RD et'aJ.jPR); 100 were counted at 
Fifty Point [KG] (BL,.KM), and 210 were tallied there Jan 12 (RC). 

Ring-nedeed Duck: The wintering flock on the Harbour [HW] Jan 1-27 (JD,L£;RD et al.) numbered up 
to 11 males Jan 22 (PR); 1 male was at PetroCanada Pier [HL] Jan 5-11 (MJ;RD); another was off 
Fifty Point [NG] Jan 2’6 (KM). 

Greater Scasq>: A rough estimate of up to 100,000 birds was made off Fifty Point [Ml] Jan 1 (ED); 
2000 were at Bronte [HL] Feb 1 (GE). 

Lesser Scaup: About 200 were counted at Windermere Basin [HW] Jan 22 (PR). 

KING KICKS: A flock of 33, mostly females, were seen off McNeilly Rd [HW] Jan 5 (RD et al.) but 

included 4 first winter males; 5 birds were present there Jan 6 (JD,AE,RF), and 8 were seen Jan 8 
(RD); 2 females were off Shoreacres [HL] Feb 18 (RD); 2 females plus an immature male were at 
Bronte [HL] Feb 22 (GN); 3 females were off Appleby Line [HL] Feb 29 (BC,RD). 

Black Scoter: One female was at Fifty Point [NG] Jan 1-5 (JD;BL,KM;RD et al.)} 4 were off 
McNeilly Rd [HW] Jan 8 (RD); 1 at Shoreacres [HL] Feb 18 (RD); a pair at Bronte [HL] Feb 22 (GN ). 

Surf Sooter: One was at Fifty Point [NG] Jan 6 (JD,AE,RF); 1 female off McNeilly Rd [HU] Jan 7 

(RD); a pair at Bronte [HL] Jan 14-Feb 22 (GE;GN); 1 female off Burloak Rd [HL] Feb 29 (BC,RD). 
White-winged Sooter: Estimates of between 3000-5000 birds remained off Winona [HW] Jan 5-Feb 19 
at least (RD et al.) ; 500-800 birds were off east Burlington [HL] Jan 10-Feb 29 (GE;RD). 

Goofion Goldeneye: About 2500 birds were estimated off Winona [HW] Jan 5 (RD et al.); 545 were 
counted at Bronte [HL] Jan 11 (Ml). 

HARROW'S QOUgMEYE: A female was found at PetroCanada Pier [HL] Feb 23 (MJ), also seen at Bronte 
Harbour [HL] that day (GE) -first Hamilton area record since 1983. 

Hooded Merganser: Up to 9 birds at Desjardins Canal [HW] Jan 1-Feb 29 (M.Obs.); 1 at LaSalle 
Marina [HW] Jan ,22 (PR); 2 at Windermere Basin [HW] Jan 27 (RD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 250 were seen in the Harbour .off CCIW [HW] Feb 24 (RD). 

Bald Eagle: An adult and immature bird were present on the Harbour [HW] at Carroll's Point or on 
the Bay ice Jan 1-Feb 29 (M.Obs.); 2 inmatures were reported at Carroll's Point [HW] Feb 5 ( fide 
MS); 3 inmatures plus the adult were seen there Feb 29 (IR); away from the Harbour-, 1 immature 
was seen at Bronte [HL] Jan 26 (GE); 1 immature at Christies Corner's [HW] Feb 6 (EM,MM). 

Northern Harrier: Five were seen on 10th Rd E [HW] Jan 7 (BL). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One was at the Merrick Field Centre [HW] Jan 3 (BD); 1 adult at 36 Winter 
Way, Brantford [BR] Jan 15 (DG,BL); 1 at Hwy 5 & Carnpbellville Rd [HL] Jan 27 (MJ); 1 at Brock 
St, Dundas [HW] Feb 16 (BW); 1 at Hwy 6 & Safari Rd [HW] Feb 18 (RD). 

Cooper's Hawk: One at McGill Tract [BR] Dec 21, 1991 (BL); 1 at Mill St, Dundas [HW] Jan 4-10 
(BW); 1 at McNeilly Rd [HW] Jan 12 (KM); 1 at Lome Bridge, Grand River [BR] Jan 15 (BL); 1 at 
Lakeshore Rd & Walkers line [HL] Jan 21 (RD); 1 adult near Glen Morris [BR] Jan 11,31 (BL,KG;RD); 

I at Bronte [HL] Feb 2 (MJ); 1 at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville [HN] Feb 18 (MS); 1 at Bronte Creek [HL] 
Feb 23 (GE); 1 at Mines Rd [HN] Feb 26 (MS). 

Northern Goshawk: Ore was over Aldershot [HL] Jan 5 (RC,JO); 1 immature at Glen Morris [BR] Jan 

II (BL,KG); 1 immature at Old Onondaga Rd [BR] Jan 16 (BL); 1 at Westover Rd [HW] Jan 18-30 

(AG,PS); 1 inrmature at the RBG Field House [HL] Feb 9 (RD,BC); 1 immature at Van.Wagners Pends ■. y 
[HW] Feb 20 (RD); another at York [HN] Feb 28 (RD). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: An adult was at Reg Rd 552 N of 5th Cone [HW] Jan 5 (MS,RD), Jan 29 (BD) 
and Feb 22 (GN); another adult was at Hwys 5 & 25 [HL] Jan 25-30 and Feb 22 (MJ); an ir/mature was 
at Hwy 6 S of Carlisle Rd [HW] Jah 24 (GN); 1 at 8th Cone Flamborough [HW] Feb 1 (AG,PS). 

Golden Eagle: An immature v/as seen on the Harbour off Eastport Dr [HW] FEB 2 (JC.AE ); another 
immature was reported over Hwy 52 & 10th Cone [HW] FEB 6 (BM,MM) 

Merlin: An adult male was seen on Reg Rd 552 N of 5th Cone [HW] Jan 1 (RD,BC); 1 v/as at Nelles 

Corners [HN] Jan 4 (DG); 1 was at Fifty Rd & North Service Rd [HW] Jan 12 (DA,MJa,RK); 1 v/as at 

36 Winter Way, Brantford [BR] Jan 15 (1X3,BL); possibly the same bird v/as seen at Colborue St, 
Brantford [BR] Feb 26 (BL,SG).; 1 was found at Braite Woods [HL] Feb 29 (IR). 

Peregrine Falcon: A bin! was reported from Fifty Rd 6 Coker Lane [HW] JAN 3 (RB,IS). 

Gray Partridge: The first report this winter v/as of 7 birds in southwest Brantford [BR] Dec 6, 
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1991 (BL,DG,KG,SG); 6 were found on Jerseyville Kd E of Field Rd [HW] on Jan 18 (RD et al.); 10 
birds were seen on Hwy 52 N of Jerseyville Rd [HW] Jan 22 (JD). 

idwi-neckBd Pheasant: On Jan l a group of 8 were found on Kelson Ave [NG] (8C,RC,RD,KM,J0); 1 
male was at Taquanyah C.A. [HN] Jan 12 (RB,IS). 

Ruffed Gruuoe: One was found at Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville. [HL] Feb 2 (MJ) . 

Wild Turkey: A group of about 20 birds were present SW of Branchton [WI] Jan 1 (AS fide JH); one 
male was seen on Cheapside Rd near Hagersville [HN] Jan 26 (RB,IS). 

Iftrimi Coot: Five birds on Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO) at LaSalle Marina [HVf] dropped to 2 there on 
Jan 25 (RB,IS); 4 were also at Leander Boat Club [HW] Jan 1 (JD). 

frmmm Snipe: One was found in the Oakville Water Treatment Plant outfall [HL] Feb 2 (MJ); one 
flying by OCIW [HL] Feb 18 (RD) was likely an early migrant. 

Bonaparte's Gull: One was seen at Fifty Point [NG] Jan 1 (BD) and again on Jan 12 (RC). 

I oelanl Gull: One adult was at Price3s Point [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO); 1 adult at Tollgate 
Ponds [HW] Jan 12 (KM); a first winter bird at Dundas Marsh [HW] Jan 12 (KM); an adult at Bronte 
Harbour [HL] Jan 19 (GE). 

IHS 5 MI nACK-BKKED GULL: A first winter bird was found at Eastport [HW] Feb 25 (RD). 

Glaucous Gull: Four birds were on the Grand River at Lome Bridge [BR] Dec 20, 1991 (DG,BL), and 
7 were there Jan 15 (BL); 30 birds were counted at Princess Point [HW] and another 8 off Lax 
landfill [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO); fran 2-4 birds were at Bronte Harbour [HL] Jan 19-29 
(GE,MJ); 6 were seen on the Harbour near CCIW [HW] Jan 27 and Feb 13 (RD). 

Great Black-backed Gull: Fifty were counted Dec 21, 1991 (BL) at Lome Bridge, Grand River [BR]. 
Snowy Owl- One was at Fifty Point [NG] Jan 1 (M.Qbs.); 3 were at Windermere Basin [HW] (HD) and 
another at the Burlington SIP [HL] (8C,RC,RD,KM,JO) Jan 1; 1 at PetroCanada Pier [HL] Jan 4-5 
(GE); 1 was feeding on a Snowy Owl carcass on the CCIW roof [HL] Jan 6 (RD,JMe,JS); between Jan 
21-Feb 16 at least 1 bird seal around Harbour between Windermere Basin [HW] and Hydro Islands 
[HL] (RD et al.); an adult male appeared at CCIW [HL] Feb 19 and was joined by 2 imnatures on the 
Harbour ice off Eastport Dr [HW] Feb 20 (RD). 

NQKIHERN HAWK OWL: A bird was found 1 Van W of Reg Rds 97 & 552 [HW] on Feb 14 (RD) and was seen 
by many at least to Feb 29. This may only be the third record for the HSA. Apparently a local 
landowner had noticed 2 birds present here fron early in January until mid-Feb {fide JD). 

BARKED OWL: A bird was located on Reg Rd 97 W of Hwy 52 [WT] Feb 16 (RC), was also seen Feb 17 

(RD) and Feb 19 (MS). A belated report from 1991 came of a bird just E of here S of Reg Rds 9 / & 

552 [HW] on Jan 6 (EM) and Jan 20 (BWi), possibly the same bird as this year's, 
bong-eared Owl: Eight were seal in Henderson Rd Woods [HL] and 1 in Ford Woods [HL] Jan 5 (GE et 
al.)', 2 were in Bronte Woods [HL] Jan 11 (Ml). 

Short-eared Owl: At least 10 birds were seen SE of Hagersville [HN] Jan 1 (M.Obs.) with 2 there 
Jan 26 (RB,IS); 2 were at 10th Rd E [HW] Jan 7 (BL); 1 was seen at Grassie [NG] Jan 11 (PR); 1 at 

Old Onondaga Rd [BR] Jan 16 (BL); 12 birds were seen on Hendershot Rd [HW] Feb 8 (GE et al.) and 


4 were there Feb 20 (MS). 

Northern Saw-wbet Owl: Three were found at Taquanyah C.A. [HN] Jan 1 (JM) and 1 was seen there 
Jan 12 (RB,IS); 1 was at Ford Woods [HL] Jan 5 (GE et al.). 

Redheaded Woodpecker: There was a report of 1 immature at Caistorville [NG] Jan 5 (CW fide MS). 
Bed- belli ed Woodpecker: Two were reported coming to a feeder SW of Branchton [WT] Jan 1 (AS fide 
JM)- 1 was at River Rd [HN] Jan 4 (BL,KM); 1 at Golf Rd S of Hwy 5 [BR] Jan 11 (BL,KG); a male 
was seen at a feeder on Sawmill Rd [HW] Jan 18 (RD,WY et al.); 1 at Carluke & Shaver Rds [HW] Jan 


23 (GM); 1 at Gravel Pit Rd [HW] Feb 16 (BC,RD). • 

Pi lea tod Woodpecker? One over Hwy 401 near Guelph Line [HL] Jan 22 (RD). 

Boraed Lark: A flock of 100 were seen on Old Chondaga Rd [BR] Jan 16 (BL). 

Black-hilled Magpie: A presuned escaped bird was in the vicinity of Barton St & Wincna Rd [HW] 
throughout Feb (M.Obs.); a second bird was also reported to be present, and the 2 were reputed to 
be building a nest! Surely these are the 2 escaped birds which have wardered between Stoney Creek 
and St. Catharines over the past 2.5 years. 

Tufted TitsMse: Ctie bird was at a feeder on Old Waterdown Rd [HL] Jan 18;22;25 (RD;PR;RB,IS) 
the bird at the Baseline Rd [HW] feeder was present in early Feb (BMk). 

Carolina Wren: One at Dundas Marsh [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO) and Feb 12 (RF); 1 at PetroCanada 
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Pier [HL] Jan 1 (GE); 1 at York Farms [BR] Jan 2 (BL,KG); 2 at Bronte Harbour . [HL] Jan 6 (RD) and 
1 there Jan 11,15 (MJ); 1 partial albino at LaSalle Park [HL] Jan 13 (RD); 1 at Shoreacres [HL] 
Jan 21 (RD); 2 at Sedgewick Forest Park [HL] Feb 2 (Ml). 

Winter Wren: Three were at Dundas Marsh [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO;JD) and 1 was still there Feb 
12 (RF); 1 was at LaSalle Park [HL] Jan 13 (RD); 1 was at Shoreacres [HL] Jan 21 (RD). 

Eastern Bluebird: Five were at Dundas Marsh [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO); 4 cm Field Rd, 
Jerseyville [HW] Jan 1 (RB,IS); 5 E of Taquanyah C.A. [HN] Jan 13 (JM); 6 at Dundas Valley C.A. 
[HW] Jan 25 (BW); 4 at Woodhill & Governors Rds [HW] Feb 16 (BC); 4 on N shore of Cootes Paradise 
[HW] Feb 18 (RF). 

TOHNSEMD'S SOLITAIRE: 'Ihe bird at Reg Rd 552 N of Rockton [HW] was last seen Jan 2 (V/Y). 

Hensit Thrush: ftie was at Merrick Field Centre [HW] Jan 4 (BD et <?.?,); 1 was found cm Gravel Pit 
Rd, Mineral Springs [HW] Feb 16 (RD,BC). 

Aiaerican Robin: One was seen on Hwy 403 in Ancaster [HW] Jan 5 (BL); 2 were at Hardy Rd, 
Brantford [BR] Jan 12 (BL); 1 was at Old Waterdcwn Rd [HL] Jan 18,22 (RD;PR); 36 were found in 
the Dundas Valley C.A. [HW] Feb 1 (MC). 

Cedar Waxwing: A flock of 350 were on Marion Dr, Dundas [HW] Feb 5 (BM). 

Northern Shrike: Die at Windermere Basin [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO); 1 at York Farms [BR] Jan 2 
(BL,KG); 1 at 8th Cone, Flamborough [HW] Jan 4 (AG,PS); 1 at Rockton [HW] Jan 7 (JD,RF); 1 at 
Oak Park Rd [BR] Jan 11 (BL,KG); 1 cm King Rd below Escarpment [HL] Feb 3 (RD); 1 at Reg Rd 97 E 
of Cambridge [WT] Feb 16,21 (RD,BC); 1 at Hwy 52 & 10th Cone [HW] Feb 16 (RD,BC); lat Eastcort 
[HW] Feb 25 (RD). 

Rufcus-sided Tbshee: A male was seen on Hardy Rd, Brantford [BR] Feb 28 (RD,BL,KG), and was 
present earlier in February (DG). 

F® Sparrow: The bird seen at RBG Field House [HL] earlier :in Dec was found there JAN 28 (RD). 
and remained up to FEB 8 (KM). 

Write-throated Sparrow: One was seen at Old Onondaga Rd [BR] Jan 16 (BL); 4 were at, RBG Filed 
House [HL] Jan 28 (RD); 1 at Alma Lane, Ancaster [HW] Feb 2 (PA); 8 were on the Escarpment at 
King Rd [HL] Feb 3 (RD). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Four innsatures were at Tailgate Ponds [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO); 4 were 
on Old Onondaga Rd [BR] Jan 16 (BL). 

Lapland tengspar: One was in SW Brantford [BR] Dec 6, 1991 (BL,DG,KG,SG); 1 was at the McGill 
Tract [BR] Jan 15 (BL). 

Snow Bunting: About 100 were N of Jerseyville [HW] Jan 18 (RD et al.); approx. 1200 were cm 
Sager Rd N of Hwy 5 [HW] Feb 9 (RQ,BC); 250 were on Woodhill Rd [HW] Feb 16 (RD,BC). 

Red-winged Blackbird: The first migrants were at Bronte Marsh [HL] Feb 23 (GE); 40 were at 
N.Dtmfries Rd 17 [WT] Feb 28 (RD,BC); 88 were counted in Beverly Swanp [HW] Feb 29 (RC). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Eight birds were seen cm 11th Rd E & Green Mt Rd [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM, 

JO); 1 was 2.5 km W of Clyde [WT] Jan 22 (BL); 1 was 2.8 km NE of Aikensville [WL] Jan 22 (BL); 1 
at Reg Rd 27 & Qieapside Rd [HN] Jan 26 (RB,IS); 1 along QEW in Beamsville [NG] Feb 23 (GN). 
ftffiscm Crackle: The first migrant was over Hwy 401 W of Hwy 6 N [WL] Feb 13 (RD). 

Purple Finch: A male was at Westfield Heritage Centre [HW] Jan 1 (BC,RC,RD,KM,JO); 1 at 36 
Winter Way, Brantford [BR] Jan 14 (BL,DG,SG>; 8 on Reg Rd 552 N of 5th Cone [HW] Feb 3 (RD)• 1 on 
Westover Rd [HW] Feb 8-9 (AG,PS). 

CcffiSK® Redpoll: A flock of 40 were on Woodhill Rd [HW] Feb 40 (RD,BC); 1 was at a feeder on 
Binkley Rd [HW] Feb 16 (RD,BC); 25 wen? along Spencer Creek [HW] Feb 26 (RF); 1 was at a 
Decewsville feeder [HN] Feb 28 (RD). 

Redpoll sp.: A redpoll seen cm Jan 18 (RD,PR et al.) cm Sawmill Rd [HW] had some characteristies 
of Koary, but oould not be confirmed. 

Pme Siskh i: Two were at 36 Winter Way, Brantford [BR] Jan 15 (BL,DG); 3 were in Dundas Valley 
C.A. [HW] Feb 1 (MC); 8 were at a feeler on Mineral Springs Rd [HW] Feb 16 (RD,BC). 

Please send your bird records for March by April 10 to Mark Jennings, 3066 Northview Cres., 
Burlington, Ont, L7M 1B1, or phone (416) 335-5210. 

HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 648-9537 
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CHANGES TO THE DATE GUIDE TO THE BIRDS 
OF THE HAMILTON AREA 


SPECIES 


REVISED DATES 


Red-throated Loon 
Least Bittern 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Tundra Swan 
Brant 

Blue-winged Teal 
Black Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Golden Eagle 
Merlin 
Wild Turkey 
Northern Babwhite 
Semipalmated Plover 
Red Knot 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Western Sandpiper 
Baird's Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Short-billed Dcwitcher 
Little Gull 

Black-legged Kittiwake 
Cannon Nighthawk 
Tufted Titmouse 
Sedge Wren 
Marsh Wren 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Veery 

Warbling Vireo 
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Savannah Sparrow 


Jan 15-Mar 31....Jun 15-Sep 30.. 

Jan 1-Apr 30.....Oct 1-Dec 31 

None...... 

.....Jun 1-Oct 10.. 

Jan 1-May 10.Jun 15-Oct 5. 

Jan 1-Mar 10...Nov 15-Dec 31 

.Jun 1-Sep 30. 

...Jun 1-Sep 30..... 

Jan 1-Feb 28....Dec 1-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Mar 31....Nov 10-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Feb 28.May 5-Sep 30..Dec 1-Dec 31 

..May 20-Aug 20.. 

None... 

None....... 

Jan 1-Apr 30...Nov 1-Dec 31 

Jan 1-May 15............Oct 15-Dec 31 

Jan 1-May 5. ......Nov 1-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Jul 20. -...Nov 1-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Jul 20. Nov 1-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Mar 31...... 

Jan 1-Apr 30.Jun 5-Jun 25.Oct 5-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Mar 31.Nov 15-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Ang 31..Dec 1-Dec 31 

Jan 1-May 5....Oct 15-Dec 31 

None... 

Jan 1-Apr 30......Sep 1-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Apr 25. .....Nov 15-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Apr 10...........Nov 10-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Apr 25...Sep 15-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Apr 25. ..Sep 15-Dec 31 

Jan 1-Apr 25.--May 25-Sep 20.....Dec 1-Dec 3.1 

Jan 1-Apr 20.......Nov 10-Dec 31 

....All Year... 

Jan 1-Mar 25....Dec 1-Dec 31 


Species new to the Checklist: 


Selasphorus hunmingbird species ........All Year 

Mountain Bluebird ...All Year 

Lark Bunting ...All Year 


The second edition of the Date Guide 
t o the Birds of Lite Hamilton Area, written by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Carmittee (HBRG), 
was published by the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club in 1988. 'Ibis booklet lists the 
approximate ranges of dates for which each 


species on the Hamilton area bird checklist 
can be expected to occur in the Hamilton area. 
As such it is a useful guide which enables cane 
to learn what birds cure can reasonably expect 
to see at any time of the year. 

The Date Guide also serves to list 
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criteria for determining when the occurrence 
of a species in the Hamilton area should be 
documented (with a written description, 
photograph, specimen, etc.). The Date Guide 
is set up so that if a species is encountered 
within the range of dates listed, a 
documentation should be provided to the HBRC. 

As state! in the Date Guide, these 
dates may require "fine tuning" as our 
knowledge of a species' occurrence improves, 
or if the status of a species in our area 
changes. Since the publication of the second 
edition, it has become apparent that changes 
to these dates for a muter of species were 
now necessary. However, the publication of a 
third edition of the Date Guide is not 
feasible at this tine. Instead, the changes 
that the HBRC has recently decided upon for 
the Date Guide are listed above and are 
provided as an addendum to the Guide, until a 
new edition can be printed sometime in the 
future. This page can be copied and inserted 

A A A' A A A 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

'Hie HNC would like to welcome the following 
new members who have joined since January 
1992: 

H. Lisle Gibbs & Lisa Tabak 

Martin & Pat Keefe 

Harry Lanpman 

Magne Qsteras 

Ernie Pickrell 

A.W. Pittis 

Anne Polewski 

Barbara Snaith 

Mary Stranger 

Reinstated: ■ 

Mary Lynne Brown & David Maltby 

Virginia Cameron 

June Caskey 

J.A. & J. Greatbatch 

Barbara Greidanus 

Brad & Kora Henderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Middel 

Fred & Carol Nixon 

J.D. Sloane 

Timothy Story 

Deidre Wilson 


into your Date Guide for easy reference. 
These revised dates will retroactively come 
into effect as of January 1, 1992. 

Each hew mater of the HNC is entitled 
to receive a copy of the Bird Date Guide, and 
if you have not received one, please pick one 
up from the Membership Secretary at one of the 
Club meetings. Non-members can purchase the 
Date Guide for $1.00 each. 

The HBRC would like to encourage the 
submission of documentations for species 
according to the Date Guide as much as 
possible so that we may establish a permanent 
record of bird sightings of geographic or date 
rarities for the Hamilton area. Ihis will 
help lead to a better understanding of the 
avifauna of our area. For details on how to 
prepare a written rare bird documentation or 
to receive documentation forms, contact any 
mater of the HBRC (Rob Dobos, Bob Curry, 
Kevin Mclaughlin, Mark Jennings). 


A A Ac Ac Ac 

SOCIETY FOR ECOLOGICAL 
RESTORATION 

The Fourth Annual Conference of the Society 
for Ecological Restoration (SER) will be held 
at the University of Waterloo fran August 9- 
14, 1992. This conference will bring together 
several hundred restorationists from the 
fields of landscape architecture, biology, 
urban and regional planning, horticulture, 
ecology, farming, environmental education, and 
resource management, among others. Scientists, 
practicing restoration-ists and amateur 
naturalists alike will discuss the full social 
and ecological implications of restoring the 
earth. Hie themes for the meeting include: 
-park and forest management 
-restoration of urban, urban fringe, and rural 
lands , 

-aboriginal perspectives on restoration 
-Great Lakes bioregional issues 
-regional landscape planning 
-environmental education 
-cccrtnunity-based restoration 
For more information about the SER contact the 
Society's headquarters at 1207 Seminole 
Highway, Madison, Wisconsin, 53711, USA, or 
call (608) 262-9547. 
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